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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE CZECH BAR ASSOCIATION 

of 10 December 2013,

amending Resolution of the Board of the Czech Bar Association No. 1/1997 of the Official Journal which determines the Rules of Professional Conduct and the Rules of Competition of Lawyers of the Czech Republic (Code of Conduct) in the wording of subsequent professional regulations

The Board of the Czech Bar Association has decided under § 17, § 44(4)(b) and § 53(1)(h) and (i) of Act No. 85/1996 Coll. on the Legal Profession, as subsequently amended by legal regulations (hereafter the “Act”) as follows:

Article I

Change in the Code of Conduct

The Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 1/1997 of the Official Journal of the Bar, which determines the Rules of Professional Conduct and the Rules of Competition of Lawyers of the Czech Republic (Code of Conduct), in the wording of the Resolution of the Assembly No. 3/1999 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 2/2003 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 8/2004 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 6/2005 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 9/2006 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 12/2006 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 1/2008 of the Official Journal of the Bar, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 2/2010 of the Official Journal of the Bar and Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Czech Bar Association No. 1/2013 of the Official Journal of the Bar in the wording of the editorial notice of correction of misprints, announced in the issue 3/2003 of the Official Journal of the Bar, are hereby changed as follows:

1. Article 23, including the title, shall read:
“Article 23

Common Name of an Association and a Commercial Name of a Company
(1) The common name of an association is the name under which an association is recorded in the List of Lawyers; the common name of an association shall include the data expressing that it is the association of lawyers, for instance “association of lawyers/sdružení advokátů”, “law firm/advokátní kancelář”, “lawyers/advokáti”. The common name of an association may include an addendum “and partners/a partneři”, “and members/a společníci” or “and co./a spol.”.
(2) The commercial name of a company is the name under which a company is recorded in the Commercial Register; in addition to the addendum designating the legal form of a company, the commercial name shall include the data expressing that a company’s business activity is the exercise of the legal profession, for instance “law company/advokátní společnost“, “law firm/advokátní kancelář”, “lawyers/advokáti”. The provision of par. 1, second sentence, shall similarly apply. 
(3) The common name of an association and the commercial name of a company may not be interchangeable with the name of another association or the commercial name of another company and it may not be deceptive, misleading, and it may not diminish the dignity and the respect of the legal profession. 
(4) Where the name of a lawyer who ceased to be a member of an association or a member of a company constitutes a part of the common name of an association or the commercial name of a company, an association or a company may further use his name only subject to his approval. If a lawyer died without providing his approval, the approval of the spouse shall be required and should there be no spouse, the approval of a major descendant, and should there be no such person, the approval of an ancestor shall be required. Provision of § 428 of the Civil Code shall apply to the withdrawal of the approval of use of his name in an association or a company.”.
2. Article 24, including the title, shall read:

“Article 24

Foreign Law Firm
Should any member of an association or a member of a company be a member of a foreign association or a member of a foreign legal entity in another state, and where their business activities include solely the provision of legal services (hereafter “foreign law firm”, an association in its common name or a company in its commercial name is entitled to use the name of such foreign law firm, should the conditions stipulated by legal regulations of the Czech Republic and legal regulations of the state in which a foreign law firm has its registered office, as well as other conditions stipulated by this Resolution, be met.”
3. Paragraphs 3 to 5 of Article 24c are hereby repealed.

Article II

Transitory Provision
Lawyers exercising the legal profession in an association or a company shall harmonize the designations of their associations or commercial names of their companies with this Resolution by 30 June 2014 at the latest.

Article III

Effectiveness
This Resolution shall become effective on the 30th day of its promulgation in the Official Journal of the Czech Bar Association.
JUDr. Martin Vychopeň, in his own hand
President 

of the Czech Bar Association
